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Since founded in 1984, CFI has been diligent in its effort
to incorporate service learning aspects into student pro-
grams. The past two years have been no exception. All of
our trips, tours and programs are based around a goal to
promote stewardship through providing impacting out-
door experiences. While we offer engaging programs for
people of all ages, our primary focus is youth. A child who
adopts a love for the environment at an early age will act
in ways to protect it in the future. It takes a single stu-
dent to cultivate positive change, embarking from a CFI
program with the decision to “leave no trace.” Once the
habit takes hold, he or she begins a cycle, acting as a
model for peers and family members.

2006 and 2007 mark even further growth in the direction
of service learning and sustainability. In 2007 our mission
statement expanded to include a clause outlining our
commitment to these ethics as well as to the community. 

In 2007 CFI launched its “Learning Service Project,” a
new program created by Tamsin McCormick, PhD., of
Plateau Restoration in Moab. In Learning Service Project,
students are taught about the effect of invasive plant
species on an ecosystem. Through lesson and active par-
ticipation in the removal of invading foreign vegetation,
students witness first-hand how the growth of a plant
such as the Tamarisk tree can stifle native varieties like
Cottonwood. With rakes, shovels, and other garden tools,
they are given a hands-on opportunity to do something
to help stop it.

“With the help of Tamsin we were able to familiarize the
kids with the problem of invasive species, and then we
were able to show them that they can make an immedi-
ate positive impact on their ecosystem by taking part in
invasive species removal,” comments 2007 River
Apprentice and Naturalist Guide Caitlin O’Brady. 
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Stewardship continued…
In addition to the Learning Service Project, CFI contin-
ues to refine its “Sustainability Lesson,” with work
funded through a grant from PacifiCorp. The lesson
focuses on natural resource conservation, using
Professor Valley Field Camp as an example. Students
are shown the benefits of renewable energy as practiced
with the use of solar panels. Explanations as to how
water tanks aid in water conservation are also
described. Naturalists discuss the benefits and chal-
lenges posed in emerging renewable energy technolo-
gies. Through modeling the practice of RRR: Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle, at camp, students are shown how they
can reduce their environmental impact at home as well. 

CFI is furthermore committed to the advancement of
young adults within their related career fields. A consis-
tent stream of internship and apprenticeship positions
have proved rewarding both for the organization and in
the growth and training of those college students and
young professionals involved. 

O’Brady is just one of many participants in CFI’s
apprenticeship program who reflects fondly on her
experiences teaching in the field and observing middle
and high school classes come to life outdoors.
“Watching students be transformed by the desert is
powerful. Once a trip is over, they walk away with
branches in their hair, sand in their shoes, and a fire in
their soul. The kids will say again and again how
they’ve been entirely moved by the desert,” says O’Brady. 

We know that our mission has been accomplished when
it is evident that we have made an impact on not only
the minds, but the hearts of the students we teach,
when there stirs an excitement about the Colorado
Plateau that is sure to endure long after the branches
and sand have been washed away. 

In tandem with our goal of environmental education is
a desire to share the peace and wonder of a wilderness
experience, on nature’s terms, with adventurers of all
ages. Our EDVentures are accessible to anyone with a
desire to simply get outside, and we are humbled and
grateful for the enthusiastic responses we have received
from past participants.

2006-07 Schools 
Basalt Middle School Basalt, CO
Dayspring Montessori School St. George, UT
East Middle School Glenwood Springs, CO
Fort Lewis College Talent Search Durango, CO
Front Range Community College Fort Collins, CO
Fruita Middle School Fruita, CO
Glenwood Springs 7th & 8th Grades Glenwood Springs, CO
Grand County School District Moab, UT
Horizons Alternative School Boulder, CO
Jarrow Montessori School Boulder, CO
Journeys School, Teton Science Schools Jackson, WY
La Salle High School Milwaukie, OR
Logan School Denver, CO
Madeline Choir School Salt Lake City, UT
McGillis School Salt Lake City, UT
Montessori Elementary School Albuquerque, NM
Montessori School of Evergreen Evergreen, CO
Morningside College Sioux City, IA
Mountain Shadows Montessori School Boulder, CO
Mt. Crest High School Hyrum, UT
Mt. Garfield Middle School Clifton, CO
Orchard Avenue Elementary Grand Junction, CO
Paradox Valley School Paradox, CO
Redeemer Lutheran Elementary School Salt Lake City, UT
Ridgway Secondary School Ridgway, CO
Scenic Elementary School Grand Junction, CO
Science Discovery Camp of UC Boulder, CO
Shonto Preparatory School Shonto, AZ
Soaring Wings Montessori School Park City, UT
St. Stephen’s School Glenwood Springs, CO
Steller Secondary School Anchorage, AK
Telluride Mountain School Telluride, CO
The Orme School Mayer, AZ
U of Utah, Outdoor Recreation Program Salt Lake City, UT
Waterford School Sandy, UT
West Sound Academy Poulsbo, WA
Wydown Middle School Clayton, MO

“The instructors were very capable and bonded with the
rascals very quickly. They maintained authority

well without being overbearing.”
…Jim Watson, Chaperone, West Sound Academy

Teepees at Professor Valley Field Camp
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Range Creek Overlook

Archaeological Freeze-Frame in Range
Creek Wildlife Management Area
Range Creek ignited the imagination of the archaeolog-
ical world in 2001, when Waldo Wilcox first revealed
the wealth of unblemished Fremont cultural heritage
secreted away on the former Wilcox family ranch in
Southeastern Utah. In 2006, CFI became one of only
five operators in the nation granted a permit to lead
public tours into this treasure-trove of well-preserved
archaeological wonders.

CFI participant, Dee
Garceau-Hagen, stayed at
the Tavaputs Guest Ranch
on the extended CFI
Range Creek trip. She
commented, “Spending
time with Butch and
Jeannie was a privilege
and a treat. 
As a professional historian
of the American West, 
it was really nice to hear
their stories of their par-
ents and ancestors who
started ranching on the
Tavaputs Plateau.”

Fremont people settled heavily in this area until around
1340 A.D, leaving behind a cryptic story of life in a vital
transitional time between hunting/gathering and
emerging agriculture. Beginning in 1885, the land sup-
ported homesteaders, cattle grazing and trophy hunt-
ing. Since 2004, the current 4,200 acres has been man-
aged by the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR).
With active archaeological research underway by the
University of Utah, just over 10% of the area has been
surveyed so far in an attempt to get a scope of the
resource before any protections are lifted.
“We are in a very important window of time. Range
Creek is a gold mine of information on the Fremont
and it may be hard to protect precisely because it is 

so pristine and so exciting,” said Rebecca Martin, CFI
Associate Director and perennial educator/guide.
The future of Range Creek teeters precariously on a
thin line dividing public access issues and the fragility

of unmatched scientific opportunity. Jurisdictional dis-
putes between a wide range of management entities and
interested parties are ongoing. Currently, the DWR per-
mits 28 visitors per day, monitored by rangers, with no
overnight visitors inside the gates in efforts to share
and protect the area simultaneously. Each year CFI
hosts approximately five
overnight small-group
camping and hiking
trips and one lodge
based trip with 
scenic flight. 

At CFI, we celebrate the
intrigue of this precious
resource; this puzzle
piece in the timeline of
humanity. The highly-
motivated vigilance of
the DWR personnel, the
enthusiastic professional
inquiry by the
University of Utah, and
the presence of CFI with
its hallmark techniques of responsible exploration and
appropriate land stewardship ethics, is a combination
that may stave off the extinction of opportunity, with
luck, for a while yet. Meanwhile, we hope to fill every trip.

CFI Board member Dee
Garceau-Hagen and husband
at Tavaputs Ranch

Protected grain storage in a 
Range Creek alcove

“This is the most beautiful place on earth.
There are many such places. Every man, every woman,
carries in heart and mind the image of the ideal place,

the right place, the one true home, known or
unknown, actual or visionary…

For myself I’ll take Moab, Utah. I don’t mean the town
itself of course, but the country which surrounds it—the

canyonlands. The slickrock desert. The red dust and
the burnt cliffs and the lonely sky—all that which 

ies beyond the end of the roads. 
The choice became apparent to me this morning.”

From “The First Morning” in Desert Solitaire
by Edward Abbey

            



The A & J Hadley Family Foundation
Adrift Adventures
Arches Book Company
Best Western Canyonlands Inn
Budget Lock and Key
Campbell Consulting
Canyonlands Natural History Assoc.
Canyon Voyages
Catto Charitable Foundation
Century 21 Realty-Sue Shrewsbury
Community Foundation of Jackson Hole
Dan O’Laurie Musuem of Moab 
DMA International
Donald & Sylvia Robinson Family Foundation
Exquisite Container Gardens
Eddie McStiff's
Fabcon Inc.
Fanwood Foundation
Chip’s Grand Tire
Club Utah-Moab Springs Ranch
Henderson Builders
High Desert Gardens
Jennifer P. Speers Family Trust

Joe Sorensen Construction
Kroger Foundation/City Market
Knowles Home Furnishings
KZMU Radio
Larson & Company, CPA
LeGrand Johnson
Lema Trading Company
Lisbon Valley Mining
The Mai Family Foundation
Manzana Springs Guest House
Merrill M. Hugentobler, DDS
Moab Chevron
Moab Half Marathon
Moab Happenings
Moab Information Center
Moab Immediate Care
Moab Outback
Moab Realty
Moab Times Independent
Moonflower Market
Moab Nature Conservancy
Moab Times Independent
Moab Premier Properties-Jane Tuft

Foundations & Business Sponsors 
Thank you for supporting our school outdoor education programs!

Outdoor Utah Vacation  Magazine
PacifiCorp Foundation
Plateau Restoration 
Quintstar Management
Red Cliffs Lodge
Rim Cyclery
Riverside Plumbing & Heating
Rocky Mt. Power/PacifiCorp
Rotary Youth Exchange Program
The Ruth H. Brown Foundation
Serena Supplee, Artist
Sheri Griffith Expeditions
Slickrock Adventures
Slickrock Café
Toys for the Fun of It
Tom Till Gallery
Ye Ole Geezer’s Meat Shop
Youth Garden Project
Wabi Sabi
Wells Fargo Bank
Western Spirit Cycling
William H. & Mattie Wattis Harris Foundation

“I have had the incredible opportunity of participating in
CFI’s apprentice program and couldn’t be more pleased
with the experience. We have learned everything from

the basics of rowing and paddling to how to run
a smooth river trip while teaching participants

about their surroundings.”
…Rachel Brown, River Apprentice, 2007 

Expense figures do not include depreciation. Full financial statements and annual tax return documents (IRS 990) are available by request.

       



Letter from the Director
The petite 6th grade girl stood on the porch of the

cooking yurt having made her 
selection from the nature quote book.
Her clothes and shoes are now stained
by the Permian “red beds” that sur-
round the camp. Her classmates are
lined up, hungry for pancakes and a full
day of learning and adventure ahead. 

As the sun peeks over Fisher Mesa and inflames the
Priest and Nuns formation behind us she leans over and
whispers to the cook “how do you say this word?”
“Visionary…” he answers, and she begins the first lines
of Desert Solitaire in a clear, strong voice, “This is the
most beautiful place on earth…”

Though controversial, the writing of the late Edward
Abbey endures as a canyon country icon. Many, myself
included, found Moab through his books and stayed,
making connections with his characters. In Solitaire,
he tips his hat to Bates Wilson, his boss and long time
Park superintendent. Bates’ second wife, Robin, would
come to be my partner in founding Canyonlands Field
Institute. All three have passed on, but their love for
this country, its quirky inhabitants, and a good dutch
oven meal, continue in part through what CFI does. I
am proud to be a part of the “red blowsand” heritage.
I thank and honor all of you who contribute in many,
many ways. Each year new students come, to experi-
ence the desert’s stark and sensuous beauty and to care
for it’s fragile intricacies. To enjoy quiet simple living,
to give back, to have hope. Visionary, yes indeed.

Karla VanderZanden

The headlines tell the stories: 
climate change,  water and fuel shortages, dipping visi-
tation to national and state parks, demand for more sci-
entists and engineers to develop sustainable alterna-
tives, childhood obesity and stress, lack of understand-
ing of systems that sustain us… What did CFI do in
these last two years to respond these challenges? 

Strategic 5 Year Plan completed by Board of Trustees
and advisors, facilitation by Canyon Springs Consulting. 

Increased participation of students, teachers and guides
living in the Colorado River watershed in our outdoor
school programs; especially from neighboring Mesa
County, Colorado and the Navajo Nation. 

School and college recruitment efforts enhanced by
Utah Office of Tourism matching funds; projects in 
‘06-’07 resulted in 50% increase in program booking 
for 2008. Scholarship support for public schools
comes from CFI member contributions, adult trip fees
and T-shirt sales.

Grant and major donor awards funded new lessons in
sustainability and watersheds studies, staff training, as
well as energy efficiency, operations and student hous-
ing improvements at Professor Valley Field Camp. 

Six River Apprentice/Naturalist-Guides and five admin-
istrative Interns completed seasonal commitments,
honing their skills and knowledge of the Colorado
Plateau while doing real work for CFI as outdoor educa-
tors and grant writers. These professional development
opportunities for adults are made possible by contribu-
tions to River Guide and Intern Scholarship Funds. 

Extensive efforts to control and remove invasive
species, prevent erosion and improve trails were made
at Field Camp by winter caretakers; student service
learning was initiated by Plateau Restoration for CFI
and invasive control work continues by school groups. 

Selection by Utah Division of Wildlife for CFI to serve
as one of a handful authorized tour operators in Range
Creek Canyon Wildlife Management Area that features
Fremont Indian prehistory (see separate article.)

Adding to our mission statement to adopt sustainable
practices – then putting words into action with
biodiesel, composting, recycled and reusable products,
and purchasing locally grown meats and produce when-
ever possible. Students look at their carbon footprint at
camp, at home, and traveling. 

Installation of a new data base system, going “paper-
less” with our Desert Winds E-Newsletter and new
email software, refinement in web site navigation and
completion of operation manuals aided marketing and
fundraising efficiencies. 

Infrastructure improvements at our Moab headquarters
and resolution and reduction of long term debt were
made possible through sale and lease back arrange-
ment. Lease renewed with Bureau of Land Management
for Professor Valley Field Camp. 

CFI’s flagship “Desert Writers Workshop” which ran 
for 18 years, lends expertise and funding connections to
a new collaborative event, “Confluence: A Gathering of
Readers and Writers in Moab” set to launch in October,
2008 with sponsors Back of Beyond Books, Grand
County Library, Moab and Utah Arts Councils, Moab
Poets and Writers, Orion Society and others. This 
inaugural event will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of 
the publication of Desert Solitaire. The event develops
writer skills for inspiration and citizenship. 

In 2006 and 2007 CFI made a difference, one at 
a time: one gallon saved, one tamarisk removed or 
one child more confident, connected and caring for 
our planet Earth. To all of our supporters, 
THANK YOU for your help in this work.

    



The Mission of 
Canyonlands Field Institute Is To:

• Inspire enlightened perspectives, passion and care 
for the Colorado Plateau

• Expand perception of and appreciation for the beauty,
integrity and sacredness of the natural world

• Improve the quality of field naturalist, experiential
teaching and learning for people of all ages

• Encourage individuals to be involved in the care 
of their home places.

Through:
• Interdisciplinary studies in natural sciences, the 

literary arts, and the physical and cultural 
geography of the region

• Immersion in natural settings at field camps, on 
land and river trips, and in residential retreats

• Dialogue about issues the public, private, and tribal
lands of the Colorado Plateau 

• The introduction of a land ethic that includes the
values of  respect, reverence, responsibility and 
reciprocity with the natural world

• Developing environmentally sound consumption
practices within our business that provide 
financial stability while improving qualify of 
life for staff and community.

Contributing Members of Canyonlands Field Institute

Cynthia & Bruce Aldrich • Barb Allan • Stacy Allan • Nancy & Thomas Allen • Ronald Apfelbaum & Kathy Murray • Mary J. Armstrong • Bob Arnold • Kelly C. Atkinson • Genevieve Atwood
Steven Bachrach & Carmen Nitsche • Dan Badger • Robert & Carolyn Badger • Brad T. Barber • Joyce Barnes • Karen H. Bartlett • Thomas Beck & Sandra Rost • Michael Behrendt

Glenn & Joan Bennett • Acasia Berry • Marcia K. Bilbao • Ann & Richard Boelter • Samantha Bonsack • Jim & Patricia Borris • Judith Bowman  • Dennis Bramble • Ed Brandstetter
William Breed • Richard A. & Lola Brett • C. A. & Sue Brown • Rachel Brown • Chip Brox • Ashley Brubacher • Julie Bryan • Dr. Steven W. Burr • Garland Campbell • Janet & John Cardle

Sally Cargill • Duane & Arleta Carr • Mr. John Catto • Kole Jacob Chadwick • Katharine Chaffee • Paul Chasman & Anna Wiancko Chasman • Dr. Morris Cherrey • Katherine Clarke
Margaret Cochran • Jeff Cohen • Bertram & Barbara Cohn • Tagge & Sara Colomanian • Dave Conine • Kirk Cooley • Mary Coombs • David & Jean Coons • Jim & Marian Cormack

Joy Covey & Lee Gerstein • Charles Current • Beth & Marvin Davisson • Christine Decyk  • Mike Dehoff & Nancy Crane • Charles & Alice Dekker • Janet DeLong • Alison Deming • Pete Devine
H. D. Dewitt & Dewie • David Dietel & Betsy Longenecker • Nancy Sue Dimit • Stanley Dodson • David Dolnick • Charlotte & James Doyle • Adrian & Louise Dronkert • Phyllis & Roger L. Duba

James & Theresa Dusik • Marian & Nicholas Eason • Jake & Susan Elks • James Ellefson • Buck Elliott • Katherine Ellis • Pamela Epple & Paul Persons • Martha Evers
Susanne Feller & Toni Davison • Paul  Fisher • Doug Fix • Jeff Flanders • Jerry & Nanci Flesher • Jeanne P. Flowers • Piper Star Foster • Gene & Mary M. Foushee • Paul Frank

Justin N. Frost • Renee Fudala • Bill & Margaret Gannon • Arthur & Jackie Garceau • Dorothy Garceau-Hagen • Gerald S. & Marion B. Gendell • Bego Gerhart • John W. Gerharts
James & Lou Gostlin • Audrey & Tim Graham • Doug & Peggy Graybeal • Robert Greenberg • Katherine Greene • Lewis W. Greiner • Mark Grosser • Doug & Jennifer Haag • Diane Hanson

Mark O. Haroldsen • John & Sena Hauer • Linda Murray Haydock • Rae P. Haynes • Joseph E. Heath • Bill Hedden & Eleanor Bliss • Mr. Richard D. Helppie • Brandt & Marie Henderson
Gene Hensley • David & Jody Heppe • Sandra Heyd • Michele Hill • Nan & Bob Hinchsliff • Rick & Cindy Hirschfeld • Carol Hochsprung & J.B. Kemp • Ken Hodges • Vernon Hopkinson

Robert & Dixie Huefner • Jodie Hunt & Jose Phine • Zenno Ikuno • Suzan E. Iuni & J.M Grimes • Katie Smith & Kevin Jackson • Laura Jackson • Sandra Jackson • Betty Ann Jaeger • Joan Jander
Thomas & Lynn Jensen • Stephen C. & Lisa Jett • Dr. Leslie D. Johnson • Linda Johnson-Rubick & Steve Rubick • Clark Jones & Robyn Skudlarek • Leon & Judith Jones • Gregg & Kristine Kampf

Treesia & Kingsley Kan • Richard E. Kanner • Geraldine Kay • Karen Kennedy • John & Dell Keys • Doni Kiffmeyer • Richard (Kim) Kimball III & Patty Kimball • Dixie L. King
Kathy & Max King • Austin & Beth King • Ben & Rebekah Kirk • Al Kisner • Kate Kitchell & Michael Eldred • Don & Jo Ann Knowles • Mary Kohler • Linda H. Kolb • Ashley Korenblat

Ed Kornbrath & Gale Rydell • Andrew T. & Judy C. Kramer • Alfred Kreinberg • Pat Lambrose & Jim Cox • Linda K. Lanham • Jeff & Nancy Larson • Randy Larson & Mary Shanahan
George & Mary • Jo Latulippe • John (Drew) Lavan • Mimi & Bill Levitt • Jim Lindheim & Jim Tharp • Robert Lippman & Pamela Hackley • George & Roberta Lohr • Armistead Long

Walter & Delora Loope • Fred & Nancy Dimit Lopez • Joy Losee • Vonda & Bruce Louthan • Helen P. Love • William E. Love • Barbara Ludwig • Harold Lynde • Helen Maddock
Howard Mann • Gregg Martin • Sarah Martin • T. Farrar Martin • Priscilla Mayden • Lori & Steve McDonald • Jean McDowell • Kathleen McGinley • Doris Melich

Silas McKinley & Sally Menke • Adam & Nancy McLane • Michael & Beverly McTigue • Janet McVickar • Robert & Catherine Melich • Emil & Phyllis Mikity • Andrew Minden
Dorothy Minden & Bonnie Ward • Janet Minden • Larry Minden • Bill & Martha Mitchem • James & Donnasu Moody • MaryAnn & Gordan Mowbray • Alicia M. Mozian • James & Pat Natseos

Bob Nemitz & Chris Warren • Thomas W. Newton • Diane Browning Oblock • Caitlin O'Brady • Red & Karen Oelerich • Robert Olds • Henry & Patricia Overbeck • Margaret Page & Michael Pearce
Pete & Joyce Parry • Barbara Pederson • Dean Pfannenstiel • Michelle Pflaum • Ben & Andrea Phillips • Lloyd M. & Marian Pierson • Marita & Peter Prandoni • Joan Proctor

Jared Pruch • Ron & Melanie Read • Joe & Melanie Reding • Larry H. Reeves • Anna Reposa • Ellin Rosenthal & Ron Faleide • Steven Rubey • Gerianne Rudd
Barbara Runge • Hank Rutter & Susan Fralick • Louise Safley • George & Janet Schemm • Ed Schlegel • William (Bill) Schlotthauer • Stuart G. Schmid • Larry & Lee Schnebly

Frank & Jocelyn Schrader • Richard Schwartz • Roger Segal • Darlene & Bernard Seus • Terry Sharik & Karen McFarland • Gordon Shaw • Steve & Ruth Shepherd • Peter & Esther Sherman
Betsy Shirley • Charles Shultz • Randall Siebert • Noel Silverman & Tanya Melich • Kent & Jane Slaughter • Dale & Olive Smith • Michael G. Smith • Debbie & Jeffrey Snelling

Jim & Colleen M. Sobieski • Sue Sterling • J.R. Sterzenbach • Larry Stevens • Hope Stevens • Mary G. Stewart • Marion Stoddart • Carolyn Stoner • Sally Thompson Strait • Catherine Symchych
Cherry Talbott • Sue & David Tarbell • Jose & Arlo Tejada • Larry D. Tice & Sharon • Glen & Diane Szollosi • Doug Tims • Barbara & William Tomson • Judy Torres • Deborah Toth
Richard & Diana Toth • Jane Tuft • Richard Valdez • D. D. Van Soelen • Joel Vanderhoofven • Karla VanderZanden • George Vdovin • Chuck & Linda Vidal • Carla & Dennis Wacker

Ann & Joe Walka • Bonnie & Corby Ward • Dorothy Weaver • Jim & Vicki Webster • Paul & Bonnie Weiss • Janet Westbrook • Richard T. Wharton • Henry O. Whiteside • Claudia Whitnah
James & Judith Willey • Peter Wirth • Christy Nan Wise • Erma Wiszmann • John Woodruff & Katherine Ellis • Craig Zeller • and Annonomous Donors

CFI Governing Board of Trustees 
2006-07

President & CEO 
Karla VanderZanden, Moab, UT

Dr. Dorothy (Dee) Garceau-Hagen
Professor, Author Rhodes College, Memphis, TN

Dr. Steve Burr
Professor, Utah State University, Logan, UT

Ed Kornbrath, Secretary
Graphic Designer, Portland, OR

Cindy Hirschfeld
Riverside Plumbing and Heating, co-owner Moab, UT

Ben Phillips
President, Emery Energy Company, Salt Lake City, UT

Robert (Bob) V. Washnock
General Manager, Lisbon Valley Mining Co., Moab, UT

Canyonlands Field Institute • Box 68 • 1320 S Hwy 191 • Moab UT 84532
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